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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-688
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: August 25, 2009 
Committee(s) of Reference: F; PHS
Date of Analysis: August 28, 2009
Type of Action: Appropriation; Positions Approval
Bill Summary: This ordinance appropriates $718,278 ($574,622 in a continuation grant funding from the U.S. Department of Labor and an in-kind match of $143,656) to administer the YouthBuild Program, a program that provides disadvantaged offenders between the ages of 16 and 24 opportunities to earn a GED and to learn and develop vocational and life skills while increasing the supply of affordable housing in Duval  County, for the grant period July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2012, as initiated by B.T. 09-152; providing a carryover of funds to subsequent fiscal years; authorizing the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute and take further action to implement the purpose of this ordinance; approves positions, as initiated by R. C. 09-422; provides for City oversight by the Department of Recreation and Community Services.
Background:  This program has been underway since 1996 and provides assistance to the City’s hardest to serve youth.  The participants, males ages 16-24, work in conjunction with Habijax, Housing Partnership of Jacksonville, gaining skills in the renovation of homes, building ramps for homes and other work that results in increased affordable housing for the low-income community.  The program has proven to provide these young males with opportunities to take control of their lives in a far more meaningful way than incarceration.  The positions funded include: social services supervisor; correctional services counselor; construction program instructor; correctional services counselor; social services counselor; construction program instructor assistant.
Policy Impact: Recreation & Community Services Department/Office of Juvenile Justice & Offender-Based Programs/YouthBuild Program
Fiscal Impact:  This ordinance appropriates $718,278 in a U.S. Department of Labor grant, coupled with an in-kind match.
Analyst: Jackson
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